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Dear Chairman sikes:

To follow up on our February 21 meeting with regard to how we
can go forward toward autoJlating the Syndex and the Non-Dupe
requirements, please find attached a letter dated March 7, 1990
from Mr. Robert C. Copriviza, President of Real-Time Designs,
Inc. This letter clearly specifies the administrative areas
where legislative and/or regulatory assistance is required and
needed in order to make the automated handling of simultaneous
Network Non-Duplication and Syndicated Exclusivity a viable and
working system.

It seems that to have any chance of working, the "steering
signals" required to accomplish the above must "survive" the
video pathway to the cable headend. If such signals are to be
placed in the video portion of the composite signal and as a
practical matter, survive, it seems they must be placed in some
portion of the "active video" which is safe from alteration by
SUbsequent signal processing.

As you know there are several different services currently
operating under permissive authority on Line 22 of the active
video. None of these services, their technologies or their
coding schemes came into being at the same time, or with regard
for one another, as each was figuring on being" mutually
exclusive. Clearly, at first the commission thought so as well,
but even more clearly now, this is not the case. Most recently
we have seen the need of two of these services to have their
codes "co-reside" on Line 22 simultaneously. Therefore as the
history indicates, and as one might expect, this has resulted in
a situation which makes for neither orderly or efficient use of
this very limited and useful resource called Line 22, and as it
now stands provides no room for additional uses or services.
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We need to rethink this matter. I need your assistance in
assembling a technical committee composed of all interested
parties in order to develop a~d define an integrated, all
services oriented Line 22 coding scheme and system which
accommodates the interests of all the parties using it to provide
services. This committee needs to end the currently existing
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confusion, mutual interference, and non-compatibility existing
due to the lack of a coherent signaling language and its
resulting technology, by getting down to work and creating one.
Absent the success of such a committee to perform this task as
required, I need your help in bringing about a rule making
proceeding at the FCC to handle this matter, so that we can get
on with implementing the solutions for these pressing
Cable/Broadcast related problems.

If the resulting cost reduction benefits from accurately
automating tbe handling of Syndicated Exclusivi~ and
Simultaneous Network Kon-OUplication were not enough, the benefit
of improved and cooperative relations between the members of the
Cable and Broadcast industries certainly is.

VQ.£r~
A. D. Petersen
President
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Karch 7, 1990

JIr. DeaD Peterson
TDS Engineering co., Inc.
P.O. Box 297
carthage, MO 64836

Dear Dean:

Thi. letter vill contina our telepllone~tlonyesterday~
th uae of coded intor.-tion wi'thin tbe struct:ure ot the televi.ion
s!pal for the purpose of auta.atical.ly controllinq progr_ related
switchimJ functions wit:hin the cable Television a_dBncl, and your
es.sire to create a d.__tration ..... for such a systea tentatiVely
to inclUde 2 broadcast stations and 2 cable syst_.

'ftM approach offers a solution t:.c' 'the probl_ of .network noD-
.~ duplication and sYJHIeX .s vell as a .... of protecting the i.nbrests

or local broadcasters. It also ofters a solution to the probl_ of
"pre-scbeduled" switabinv,. or JllmUal switcb!nq, which are required of
the cablecaster at 'thia tUae, aDd while they don't work well, or solve
the real probl_, stll1 require a great deal of etfort and expeDSe on
the part ot the cablecaater.

!l'b_, the biggest: a4Yantap InJCIl aD approach has is tbat it can be
a1aed at ruolviDJ 'tbe relaUd bwlm... iaau.. ot all the parti_
concerned in the slotuation, while a4d1ncJ stability and cert.aiDty to the
prograJl schedules of cable vi~·.

As with every solution there are requi~ts. The broadcaster would
be responsible tor t~ittinqtbe identifiers on all prograa _t:erial
which requires protection. '!be cableeaater would then be responsible
tor the lIeans nec..aary to perfOrll the switching related to the coded
proqruas and thus aCCOllPlish the stated goals in accordance wi1:h tbe
"rules" agreed to between the cable operator and the broadcaster.

This, or any other inserted code, or identity signall ing based steering
system, will only perform as de.igned if those codes or signals are
present absolutely, positively, and correctly all of the tt.e.

fterefore, the .... to have • veJ:Y RzoJl9 .aauruoe of ia'tereat, ...
level of coaaitaeat" tor auch .. UIl4ert:aJtiD, ShOWD froll orgui••tioaa
sucb as th... oa t:1le ai4. of the bro.4cast.rs, 04 tbe'~ oa t.Ia.
part of cablec••ters, is absolutely critical.

The other most iaportant issue leading to the success of any such
inserted code signalling system is where to place such code.. As
thinqs stand, the FCC must be asked., and must show a willingness to go
to rulemakinq with respect to the coding fonaat and trans.ission
positions of the program and station identifier signals to be used in
the system. '



Under current ruliJ\98, and as a truly practical matter, there just
isn't any "desiqnated space" available for signals required to make
such a systea operate properly. If What is now allocated for general
data transaission were used' it would in someway interfere with or
preaapt SOJDe pre-existinq service, or this service would beco..
interfered with or be preemp1:ed by one or other of the saa. pre
existing services, thus making the system immediately unreliable and
inviable.

As to permissive autborization., the history here clearly shows that
this approach leads to contusion, non-coapatibi1ity, ana -congestion
where peraia.ion to us. "special signals" is qranted outside of the
910bal considerations required of rul..-kinq. This would be totally
inappropriate for the .tatedobjeetives of this system, and indeed, has
been found so for s01fte others as well.

nat; i. r_lll' ...... are a .et: of I'CC rul.. widell allow ~or all ~.
4a~••ipallila9 Ujec~i••• o~ eaoI& of ~_ aeebeJ:. o~ Ue tel..n.sioll
broadOlUl~, eabl_'t, ....nl.iJMJ, .,..41oat10., &ad ••aron cc.nmi~i..
to be _t: ia ....-OOIIfiioi:iaI', _. • ••-p,......U•• .-.r, so ~t:

eaoll of their basi.... oJ:ajecti.... are t:1I•• r.liably reacbe4 ia ..
predict.le u4 .~raiq1lt-forwarct a fa.hio. as po••ible.

w. ..81: bow, tat i:lIe ft'C will act oa tid. ia • global fasbioa, _d
••tbefob 1111, olear ....uaittat, a correct pa~ of acUo., _fore ••
begin tile in....taa~ or ~iIIe .....aey in _~hia9 P"~ ainor teatiag.
X bow 'that: all this e&1l all 1M 1I'OrJte4 ou~ CeD th. o.-1s.iOD ••cidu
'to 40 so I &Dd t:1Ia'l: a11 part:i••, u" 04 014 CaD be acco_o4au4 by
rul.. which fully a44re.. all ~h. issu•••

All we discussed, 1:h. tec1molOlJY for ac:c.-pliahiDCJ thishaa been
developed, and it has the ability to acca-plillh the tasks required as
you have outlined th_, but X feel .these other issues -are, at this
time, equally if not far more important.

Given the current state of product developaent for the syst_ and. its
current deployment readiness, in order to prepare for, and. conduct a
2 station, and a 2 cable syst_ test from start to finish will require
a $40,000 expenditure on someone's part.

Dean, when on occasion I have been stopped dead in the water and. have
had to go back, often time. at great expense, and "invent" my way
around something, it usually wasn't because of something technical,
but rather the something: was a roadblock where the political rules of
the road were not made clear enough at the outset. so, let us please
together, make the effort ot seeing to it that what we know will work
technically, and which we will deaonstrate does work, firat has the
benefit of support and approval from all the parties concerned and
involved. I will be of help in any way I can.

Good Luck with your meetings,

~n~~*l)'''''--
Robert C. Copr
President/CEO
co: Wiley, Rein, Fielding: Mimi W. Dawson
CH/RCC/FAX/PDSDP902


